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Feral Management Queensland 
 

Standing Operating Procedure (SOP) 031 
 

Individual Trip Preparation 
 

References: 
 

A. FMQ SOP 103 – Trip Planning 
B. FMQ SOP 200 – Safe handling and use of firearms. 
C. FMQ SOP 201 – Medical Evacuation Planning 
D. FMQ SOP 202 – Supplement to the QLD Gov Helicopter Landing Site Guide 
E. FMQ SOP 250 – Risk Management 

 
Introduction 
 
The following check lists are provided to assist newer trip participants in their preparation and arrival at a project.  
 
The check lists are not exhaustive and vary depending on the requirements of each project. All FMQ members are 
encouraged to develop their own checklists and to maintain their own trip folders with the relevant documents to 
ensure an enjoyable, productive and safe trip. 
 
Predeparture Check List 
 

• Review the Project General Instruction well before the date of departure to ensure you meet the compliance 
and equipment requirements. 
 

• Review the FMQ SOP 250 Risk Management to develop your risk situational awareness. 
 

• Pay particular attention to the projects Emergency Response Planning. Every project has differing factors. 
 

• Check the forecasted weather conditions and pack accordingly. Make sure your sun smart hi-vis hat is 
serviceable. 

 

• Camouflage clothing. Code of Conduct, Rule 12: When participating in FMQ activities, members are required to 
dress in clothing that is suited to the expected conditions. Camouflage or black clothing is not to be worn during 
FMQ activities unless authorised for conservation activities such as sitting in hides, animal counts and other such 
authorised activities. The exception to this rule shall be the use of packs, hats and other such field equipment, 
which are authorised for general use. 

 

• Contact other local trip participants to coordinate travels arrangements. Some members like to travel alone, 
others in a convoy, while some are happy to share a vehicle (and costs). 

 

• Leave the personal deodorants and aftershave at home, the target animals will appreciate your fragrance (and 
bolt) but your hunting companions will have a very dim view. 
 

• If your accommodation is mounted on top of your vehicle, you will need to negotiate with another member for a 
seat in their vehicle to get around the project. This also means you will have to pay for your share of the fuel. 
Make sure this is understood by both parties before you arrive! 
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• Check the serviceability of your vehicle, trailer, ATV and equipment (FMQ SOP 401 refers). 
 

• Check your firearm. When was the last time you checked the sights zero? Take the time to re-read SOP 200. 
 

• Think about how much ammunition you will need, carrying too much ammunition is a weight and security 
problem – not carrying enough is embarrassing! Make sure you pack the right caliber of firearm for the target 
animals (FMQ SOP 340 Bushcraft). 
 

• Check your UHF radio for serviceability, does it need batteries or 240V access to recharge. Find the missing 
earpiece! 

 

• Make sure your GPS has spare batteries, you have saved previous tracks, it is still set for UTM and WGS84, you 
have the required way points saved (FMQ SOP 402). 
 

• Check your digital camera, is it still set to the correct date and time (FMQ SOP 403). 
 

• Empty out your day pack and check all the items that you need, check your snake bite kit and personal first aid 
kit, make sure your camel pack is in a healthy state. 
 

• Make sure you are fit enough for the tasks ahead. 
 

• Maintain contact with the Team Leader for trip updates. 
 

• Advise the Team Leader of any injury, illness or medication (blood thinners, night vision) that may impact on the 
trip well before travelling to the project. 
 

• Check the expiry dates of your FMQ membership card and your Firearms Licence. Not having a current firearms 
license for the category of firearm is nonnegotiable, you will be asked to leave. If you cannot provide proof of 
FMQ membership, you will have to leave due to insurance factors. 

 
On arrival 
 

• Grab your day pack (notebook and pencil) and head to the Team Leader for the Induction Brief (FMQ SOP 302 
refers) and equipment check. Make sure you have your Firearms Licence and Membership card ready. 

 

• If this is the first time you have met any of the trip members, introduce yourself. 
 

• Don’t be in a rush, get stuck into any requested tasks, then make sure you know where the Log In/Out book is 
located and the Load/Unload location. 

 

• Once you have been allocated a camping spot (or room) and set up, look to help others. 
 

• Don’t pull out your music boom box, check with the Team Leader as most members are there for peace and 
quiet. 

 

• Don’t pull out your firearms at the earliest opportunity as it makes the seasoned trip members nervous. Wait 
until you know what is happening and follow the Team Leaders directions. 

 

• When in doubt, ask the Team Leader or the Trip 2IC. 
 
Amendments 
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Please submit any suggested amendments to this guide to the Secretary Feral Management Queensland. Note the 
version control at the bottom of the page. 
 


